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flfghanittafi ■sswtenct Cwmcil 

(Est. 1 997) 

Peact M RMMttrvctlM Council 
P.O. Boat H24 
Berfcetoy, Ca. 94712 



S«crettni MiMciM Blbr»9kt 
Qoltfl^ StttM State Baiiarteient 

UMlllflBtOfl, BX. 2BS2B 

Daar Secratarf BIbrlglit 



Jamiani i, I99B 



UM ara ivrltiag alioat a t arias af dltappaJntments ma haaa hart atoat 
faraHm PoHclBt teupard aar nativa Maatru Bfgliaiiittaa. Uliui tiia apairing 
af the nauv gaar uia hopa a reulsatf paKcy courM uiiN be uniteilakan that uiW 
Maflt tlm Rfgbaii peapla aad praulda far a chaiwa ef saecass for acMaiHM 
peace in Rfgtiaaittan, ecoaeinic itatHlita, antf raconttractlaa and rafane far 
the reglan et e leiiala. 

Rfter the fell ef the lett coaHnanltt ragoie in mm Rprfi 1992 iiie ivere 
heplng tliat the uiorM canMwnitg« la< Bg the UJ., ivaaid apply pollticai an« 
ecenenlc preiMRiit ee Russia to pet an and ta Its sapport af a regtae under 
Borhealdeen Rehbefll eed iftmed Shall Nassoa4 who hed no hiteetien ef 
femtaig a broad based gewenunent artth true reprisantatlan fren ail 
segmaets of the Rfghan society. Messeud's coiiaberetions Mth the Soviet 
Rmg durieg 1 912-99 { aperfcs ef Boris Bromee. fermer eomiMnder of the 
Saviet rertieth Rnn|« RfgliaAistan, and laonM ShebarshHi, fermer Birector. 
First Bepertmeet KGB, cited in Bruce Bichardsen. fllgbfljQbluiaoflHjbfiJteigi 
01 SBtflit Tprri t, Maiwrlck PahOcatiens, Orefon, 1996) and bByand 1992 Mth 
the Russian geneninient era wail icneuHi. The Russlen gouemnient pnupided et 
leest tivo trfHiHi Rfghaais printed hi Moscow aleng the Nnes ef farmer Seuiet 

peRcg Md centlmieo shipments af arms to tMs raghne te wane war egalMt 
aN eppositieii. ■ ^ 



^ cencems m 1993, 1994 antf 

1995 m^iring abeet B.S. policy toward Resslen Interferences m Rfghenlst 
In the pest'Seviet defeat ere. Unfortunatelg, the repfiet we received fri»m 
the PresMent er State Oepertment contelned no clues to appllcehle policy 

!?r; f*^ ^••tow«tf "«n«d to be hitarpreted by many to Indtcete 
implicit U.S. support for Resslen govamnient peHdes In Central Rsto, Uidudli 
Rhttlan palictee tawani Rfghanlstan; this faHews since na natice of eny 
statements from the B.S. flduHnistrithm mentioning Russlen hiterfereecet i 
,25™ ^^^^^ bichided armed hrterferences in 1993 Ulllng 300 Rfghan 
civRlans in nertham Rfghanlstan. let etone cendemnfng these mtarfertnces 
eppeerad. 

R uecuum in U.S. policy taward the war shattered RfWianistan had 
deuaiaped which epperently continued with September 27, 1996 when the 
Tallhen nutlanal movement freed Kabul from death and destruction inflicted 
upon the citizenry by the milltlai under the control of flabbnni, Massoud, 
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M Md tsM 17 otfitr higft rMldfig geiMrMtJ on tlit om tM« siK Mzb-h 

-^-^""^ '"^ Mntrol of tfee capital iMtiMMi 1992-9«. On 
Nniember II, tlmte CMHtioM drangtd. it tUt mitttnce tf tiM 

I2!!5ir*l ^""^ MiZBf H-aiaiif Mg pritent it 

tM KMigM flffMmenl (N«iv Vorfc TinMt, Noveaber If, I99i) mmm frtfetaaj 

MMWUd, M^twil Ma KliallH to fonil tlW ««-€M80 Norlliern ■MlM?8M|||«t ' 

tte Islamic goutmnaat n«» ettaUislied kf IHe Taliban nwueoiaat In Kabul 
and 70 per cant of AfgHanistan, 

Tba UbaraHont af Kabal, rnmi daitb, destruction, rope, rarcofui seiser 
at property, Udnipphig ond a best of ether criaas (Nam Verfc fimes, Marvb 
t2jbi Cbrlotian Science MonHor. Hercb 15, 1995; ItaMMstg letematieflol, 
■rghabistob: intemettonal HesponslMltty for Uumee Mghtt Olsoster. 
NeiMmber, I99S) to $eptaariior 199i by tbe Talibon batieoel moraaient, 
brought Iran to tbe fold ef Itostian policy to oppostog tbe new Isloinic 
government to KeboL 

H « ^"."^"^ dlsoppetoted because ne stateroants come e«t ef the 
MininittnttoB ea condemning, or even mentlontog, Russlm and Irenton 
increased toterferences to Rfghenlstan bg directly fueltog tbe dull umr 
foltembig tbe Kbtojea egreemenl en Noeoinber 10, 1996. 

M tbe It bad become cioer tbet policy bed shifted geor on 
■rgbamsten. Inoteed ef sepporttog eihat seemed a clear desire by the west 
mejenty Of tbe lll|bee people to support tbe Istomic govenMMbt to Kabul, 
U.S. pollctes tooro teer d to a ted uiltb Russian and Irenton pollctos toupord 
Rfgbenlstan (December I S, 1 997 New Verb ItaMsJ. 

113. peUcy mekers, sucb es toidor Secretory Kert InderfUrth, mere 
JII?!?^ •LT^ii *• "^'^ fcbluitoto tbe fectlens", to e ttetemeirt to tbe 
SoMto luefftog to •Blober 1997. Vet. to reemg 14. policy uto tbe I.M. bed 

<• tbe tfgbmi peepto OHcopt urtwt tbe BussiM end 

IHr^ ^'^^•^ «*• df fwrmtog e ceoiitton 

gouermnent betweet tbe se-cened Norttiom Riltonce leaders end tbe Islamic 
govenment 

Wb meidd HIce to enploto mbg we thtok this perticuler approocta is 
theoretlcalig unworkebto and precticolly hnpossible. 

First, when a democratic system ef geeemment is not in piece tbe 
fermotlon of e coalltion iniplles power ihertog through bergeining In decision 
moklog the leodoris ef Northern RlUonce, wbicb is on oWance to nemo only 
Jo'iM/t "™ibdb<l»n hove fought eecb other semifai times stoce November 
10, 1996, bod tried meny cooiitlens with each other end with those opposing 
them inctoding 6utoodeen Nekmetyor In the pest. None produced e stebto 
power Sharing sotatlon between 1 992-9ft. Ute must remember that some of 
the uery same indiulduals bod even fought pitched bottles for weeks end 
imnths while the Soviet Rrmy wet present in Rfgheniston. lUhito the enemy 
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OPM prMMt IB targe nimtert Hezb-l-lslMil (Mmtttysr) M JamiatH- 
Mrrri (Aibtaiii MMmum4) M fNilit bittl« . Mtttcud M .um JoHMd 
»• RMf law la tlfhtiaf itazli-l-iitami la Mvtk Salang PMt ( Brmmw 1 W4) . 

•^^^^ mqiilrtze hit piMMr al tht enptnta af athan 
rathar tlmi tMnk aftaat IHa faotf af tba Hfghaa people, tlieg hava tiiaain ne 
aUHty te ceiiipreiiiiie end luorK tegetliar. Sc tkeoretfcalta tMa praMam Mi 
cantiaoe ea I0119 ea tlieta perticuier inmdualt lead uihateuer tagmentt ef 

^« ^ " ctoar that neae or ttoae 
Ifldhriduals can clalai dull leadenMp of their particular etluiic group tinea 
nana ef tiiew lias lean freely MOtad in . The to-calied snan-l-MM «4|ed tliat 
tappet edig noted in RnMenl at a PratMent in Oacember 1 992 wet froaduleot 
oad u»aa rejected bil tlH pertiat and tiua party teedert , Meulavi Knout end 
teld Clleni hnd reninved tlnir cendldecy doe te the midetpraed briheni ef 
doiegatet by tiie inbbafll faetleo. * 

M.—!l?1Il*Il*I!ir!? ^•""^•■^ mdloldunlt (iebbnni, 

^tr^^i^Ji!!^ UST^ idlcn-tyar, and Sayyef uiffie do net tearn^ 
1 **• Hlllence) en held ratpentible for the deelfe of 

?!S !^V!t*^ ^"•'^•"^ « nrf ugeet end dettrortlen of 
2!Z1^^ T^!?^ retpontibin for 

^irrSLl? ^ mterferencat. oMi for the teciei end ecenemic 

cntettrephet thnt |nnn ef tm war boue broufbt open the Rfghnn people. 

lHot, for the U.I. (and 11.N.) te hitltt that thata taidividaeia tbenid be 
STtSile XiSJ* *^ 9di«nMnent thof nmtt flrtt eddrett 

ttaldaofara tront Ition coolitlon •ovammani mef mark in 
t. w!2II!.^T??f['* io|d Jerin or Sben vera 

Si! •5^?!!? ^ **• '•»w«nteli»etTf the different tibnic 

■25*' IMipnIdllafl Ml the Idamk genomniant hi Kabul on e 

t2rE2iyri?^ «lictloot could be held on 

2?rf2t^i conttHiitlon. Svcb repratontatluet UMMdd hove te be fMg 
alacted in m areet under the control of the Northam fliiionce oHtb 

L"™ I ^S*^^****"' ■ nppreoch it urhet It recently propoted to 

houe enitf tifi religieatig ieoroed Uloaia elected hi both areet of the ceantm 
and they mnke propoialt for a peaceful tohition. 

h-k4."IVL' «nrt enoiytit we fully tupport en end to the cluH mr. but, the 
ignlmid 

Our Hott recent dbeppolntniant ond ontroge wot related to the 
•ttrtboted to Secreten bibri^t uiben uitlting the Natir logh 
r^ugeo camp in Pethnuier the told "uie ore eppated to the Toliban becauta of 
their approech to humon lightt. tiiatr datplcable traatment of luamen and 



thmtZl l^J^f^' SW«]il lack tr mptct f«r humanHy '. Ule ui«re eHptcthig 
that (tee $ecret«ni flrit strongln eo«demn the matttcrv of 3,000 youiis 
llfSiaji odtoiitrt In SlitbtnplMfl by the forces of NortlMm MUsnee oOout 
iifftich neuM nuit haue roocteed the U.S. fldoiinistratJon iveii uion tlw miut 
•bout this ifMininfout crtMe was puMishod in Now York Tlmee, Ntuemiitr IB. 
If97, Ja»t at tha Secratani mat uitltlne Paklttaa. Tlian tfiara were istutt 
about Ruttfan and blatant Iranfen bitarferancas in Mazah Sftarif and ii 
Bamgaa. abaut ivtalcb the Mminittratlaa knaiu full well through firet band 
reporti from taiMrel AinaricaRt laho had aisitad both Hazarl Sharif and 
Myan officially according ta thair ouhi itatemeats to ut. 

Koui coaid dozens of fliyhte fnni Mashad in Iran ta Mazarl Sharif and 
eanyan canning ivoapans and supplies far the Northam iWiance atcapa 
detection and comment from the Mmtnistratlea particularli from a coantni 
ogalnst itihlch the US has imposed sanctions? ^ 

It it due to our deep end ongoing concerns about the plight of the 
ff^han people for decades that we raise these issues. iiJe hope by ditcutsinu 
thota issues genutae solutions ufould be sought by the Interiathinai 
immunity, led by the OS, to help put an end to foreign hiterferancos in 
■rghonntaB and let the Afghan people decide thair present and future, ive 
feai that the OS can play a much more coustructhie reie by shifting Ks poticy 
to cooperate mith the Islomic gotfemmont end In the process of conuincina 
the laadart of the Northern OWence to let the true represent at Joes of the 
iSfferent ethnic segments of the populetlon they think they control be 
elected to be part of the isiondc geuernmeat for the transition period until 
geaeroi elections ceuM Ni hoM representing eli of the Afghan people. 



Sincerely, 



^'^^^^ Emeritus Professor of Economics. Unwonlty of 
nberte, Rmearch flttadate Center for Middle East Studies. OnJvenitu of 
colifomle, Berlceiey. ' 

Hottan Kakar, Ph.O., hittorian ( Professor Kabul Uniuenlty). Son Diego. 

Qayum Kechal, Ph, B., poHtical scientist, Fremont, Ca. 

Baud Veer, Ph.0., economist, Cal Stete OniuersHy, Nay wont, Ca. 

Mir Jeialyar, Ph.D., agricultural scientist, Seettle, Ule. 

Taj MIBatmai. M.O., Oniuersitg of Nebreska, Omefaa, Nebraska 
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Senator Diane Feinstein (Cfl) 
Foreign Reiations Committee 
United States Senate 
Ulashington. D.C. 20510-0504 

Honorabie Diane Feinstein: 

It is an honor to be inuited by US Senator Feinstein as a mitness to the 
Senate Hearings on the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan — uiomen and children. 
Ulith the kind permission of respected, bipartisan senators and distinguished 
guests, I should like to share iiiith you a feui moments of my utmost grieuances. 
They really constitute the most painful times of the ualiant Rfghan uiomen, 
particularly those lluing on both sides of the Afghanistan border uiith Pakistan. 
Under these painful circumstances In their country, the Afghan uiomen are 
confronting such a pitiless and Indifferent lot, unprecedented In the history of 
mankind. Their tragedy can moue anyone euen uilth a heart of stone. 

Despite all this, they are struggling — to their last breath — 
for suruiual of their children and to earn a subsistence: their 
respectable and honorable life Is being threatened by 
fornication, prostitution and euen annihilation. 

If the present trend continues, they mill, sooner or later, take to the streets or 
might haue done so already. 

EVE-UflTNESS AEPOATS: During the last six years In particular, Afghan uiomen 
and their families haue been lluing In Kabul and the rest of the country under 
abnormal conditions of pouerty and depriuation. Sometimes they haue been under 
direct rocket-fire, OMChanged betuieen riual groups euer since 1992. The condition 
of those lluing In Iran, India and Pakistan are uiorse still. A recent eye-uiitness 
returned from Peshauiar, Pakistan uiith reports. (See attached tuio page notes 
translated to English from an eye-uiitness speaking in Dari and Afghan language.) 
This Is a sample excerpt: 

SHAME AND NEGLECT? There uiere other and more shameful stories 
told by those uiith uihom I uias In daily contact during my three uieeks In 
Peshauiar younger and attractiue uiomen had actually taken to the 
streets uihen they had no means of obtaining their lluelihood in a decent 
manner. They euen uisited homes of bachelors under couer of the night 
for fear of being detected by reiatiues or friends. The uiorst thing is 
that nobody is doing anything about it — not euen the United Nations or 
other international bodies uiith similar missions. 

Apologizing for the translation. Indirect remarks may not fully bear upon quoting 
the ""eye-uiitness" from Peshauiar. (My family loss uias 25 reiatiues.) 

UIOMEN'S DISGRACE: The same uiomen uiho uiere the pride of the Afghan 
nation throughout its long history, both before and after the aduent of Islam ~ 
haue been subjected to the uiorst kinds of disgrace and humiliation. This Is after 
the ''red-army Inuasion" of Afghanistan and increasingly the case during the last 
siK years. 

(Page 1 of 4) 
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STEPS FROM TRflGEOV? No doubt the majoritu of the honorable senators and 
audience will be aware of the shameful disgrace to which the Afghan women are 
ewposed In the streets of Pakistan. The Indignity is not only to be begging but, 
uery unfortunately, offering themselues to the menfolk for earning a loaf of bread 
to feed the orphaned Afghan children. Where are the supporters of human rights 
who always boast about their accomplishments In this respect? Ulhere are the 
"freedom fighters" of the International community to step forward, the sooner 
the better, and to put an end to the longstanding suffering of the uictlms and 
uictors of the "cold war. These "Holy Ularriors", as they were called, honored East 
Europe with liberty. The Afghan uictors enabled the United States to emerge 
ulctorious against the Russian occupation forces. They euen brought complete 
destruction to the occupants of the Kremlin Palace. The aforementioned 
organizations ought to take firm and immediate steps in order to — seek ways and 
means for the solution of the Afghan tragedy in general and that of the Afghan 
women in particular. 

2tst CENTURY; UIORK. EDUCATION. AND M EDICAL CRRE7 It is uery Unfortunate 
indeed that euen at the threshold of the 21st century the Afghan women and 
children should still be deprlued of their basic rights for work, education and 
medical care. How long yet will this situation continue, 1 am reluctant to predict. 
1 only pray that the international community would not Just sit idly by watching 
the patience of the helpless Afghan women and children. It Is really high time they 
took practical steps to eliminate their suffering. 

RESOLUEO that I myself may propose the following: 

1. In order (a) to combat ignorance and Injustice, (b) to create an 
atmosphere for the return of peace and democracy and (c) to establish a healthy, 
national and central gouemment representing the entire nation, It Is Imperatiue to 
refer to — the free will of:. the Afghan nation. 

2. Until such time when the aboue can be Implemented fully, the Afghan 
refugees wandering In Pakistan, particularly women and children — be permitted 
to take up temporary settlement in USA, Canada, Australia and some European 
countries. 

IN CONCLUSION, I Sincerely hope the International community would not 
refrain their humanitarian obligations towards the oppressed Afghan nation, in 
particular the women and children. Afghans neuer forget their friends. 

Uery Truly Vours, 

Fakhria M. Alefl 
"Uoice of Afghans" 

FA/Jis (F. Alefl is the author.) 

Attachment: Notes in Translation from Eye-witness 
Enclosures 

cc: 

M. Albright. US Secretary of State 
US Senator J. Helms 
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NOTES IN TRRNSLRTION of quotes from an eye-ujitness, returning from Pakistan: 

5,000 VERB HISTORY: No matter houj hard they mere hit financially, the 
Rfghans uilll aluiays be a proud lot - proud of their 5,000 years of a glorious 
history; proud of houi, throughout this period, they managed to tackle foreign 
aggressors and colonial powers with bare hands and to inflict a shameful defeat 
upon the so-called "inuincible" armies. 

Heroes: There were times, in the not-uery distant past, when the Afghans 
were hailed as heroes of contemporary history — working miracles in the 20th 
century world at large. Today, they are blamed for useless internecine and 
fratricidal warfare. Yesterday they were recognized as openers of the highway to 
freedom, breakers of iron walls and smashers of chains of slauery. Today they rely 
on others to saue them from political storms, reflecting selfishness, egoism, 
worldly desires, political ambitions and the lust for power, fame, and wealth. Rii 
these flawed characteristics and international recognition — desirable to some 
people at the top of authority in Afghanistan today -- haue dimmed their uisions. 
This is to the entent that, In order to reach their goals, they haue decidedly caused 
more destruction and haue killed more Rfghans than did our enemies. 

Suruiuors: The Afghan tragedy really began with the foreign communist 
"coup" of April, 1978, and was further aggrauated with the then Souiet inuasion of 
Afghanistan in December 1979. The material, moral, human and social destructions 
caused during 14 years of armed struggle against the Maraists left nearly sIh years 
of ciuil war. The impact of war has been irreparable. Alone from the manpower 
point of uiew, figure the impact of the following: 

□ one-and-a-half million were martyred (including intellectuals, scholars, 
academicians, skilled and semi-skilled workers and spiritual leaders) 

□ nearly two million were disabled 

□ flue million Afghans migrated to foreign countries— both near and far— while 
another two million were displaced locally. 

The widows and orphans also constitute a substantial number traumatized by 
human loss. The remaining suruiuors could not carry out normal life because of 
their entanglement in the war one way or the other. 

Specifically, my family loss Includes over 25 relatlues. 

On my Mom's side that Is four cousins In elected and appointed youernment 
positions: my uncle who was a four star general, a congressman to assembly 
("Shura" and "Loya Jlrga-), mayor, Interior minister (killed with President Daoud In 
foreign coup of 1978), and a retired general. The four star general, who had ulslted 
the US Pentagon during President Johnson's term, was chief of the Pfghanistan 
central military armed forces. 

On my father's side (from the recent past) was a Deputy Minister of Interior, 
my three cousins, a military officer, a university professor, and two cousins 
completing the last year of medical school, in addition to my step-brother. 

RLLOU ME TO CONTINUE HIS REPOAT: 

Safer grounds? It so happened that the place where I liued was in the 
uicinity of a riuer which only had some water during the monsoon seasons. My mid- 
morning walks often took me along the banks of this "dry" riuer. Right from the 
first day I was able to see some shacks with flat thatched roofs built nearly in the 
middle of the riuer-bed. From the appearance of some children playing near about 
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the huts. I could also guess that the huts belonged to some Afghans who could not 
afford to purchase land-plots on safer grounds. 

Questioning: One one of the occasions I decided, out of sheer curiosity, to 
ulsit the huts and find out who the occupants uiere. Ulhen I got a little closer, I 
noticed that a uioman had a pot on ian open uiood-fire Just at the doorstep of her 
hut. Upon seeing me approaching, she re-arranged her headgear in such a manner 
so as to couer her hair and forehead. She answered my greetings In Pashto and it 
was clear from her accent that she came from Nangarhar prouince of Afghanistan - 
- Just across the border from Peshawar, Pakistan. She was not shy at all (unlike 
most Afghan women who meet strangers for the first time) and answered all 
questions: 

(a) She had lost her husband in a battle some flue years ago. . . No, he was not 
a ""mujahed"* but was caught up in a cross-fire between two riual groups. Ves, 
she had two sons and one daughter between siK and eieuen years and were too 
young to earn a liuing yet. An unmarried eider sister was also liuing with her. 

(b) She would go out euery day from dawn to dusk collecting bits of paper. 
Then she sold them to a recycling plant In exchange for a few rupees, that is, 
enough to pay for the daily tea. sugar and bread. Ulell-to-do Afghans supplied 
them with cast-off clothing. 

(c) What was cooking in the pot? Leafs plucked from uarious wild plants 
grown on the embankment as well as some nearby wheat fields. Ves. they did haue 
meat once euery year. That was when the sheep sacrificed by Muslim Pilgrims were 
transported by Saudi Arabia to Pakistan for distribution among Afghan refugees. 

Tugging for Jobs: My two suit-cases were nearly torn to pieces among the 
flue or slK Afghan porters each tugging at them and wanting to carry them to the 
taKl-stand in ewchange for a few "rupees". (The Afghans are uoluntary porters 
without being registered or paid by the airport administration. They depend 
entirely upon the generost^y of the passengers to and from the airport terminal — 
by no means with heauy traffic.) Although one person was adequate to carry the 
luggage to the taxi, two were actually Inuolued and the others Just went along. 
From the length of their faces, I could easily guess that they were not quite happy 
of their day's work. So without arguing, I paid all flue of them, in fact, many 
times more than they actually deserued. 1 noticed along the 600 foot distance to 
the taxi-stand that two of them were shuffling all along and producing losts of 
dust by doing so. Ulhen I glanced In their direction to find out why, I notices that 
their plastic slippers were torn off at the sides and they were merely pulling the 
slippers behind them. Understanding their language, I could not help ouerhearing 
one of them remarking that I paid him enough to buy him a new pair. They looked 
ail In their middle thirties and were probably married and had families to support. 
How on earth could they manage to do so from their meagre income of that nature, 
still puzzles me after nearly two months. 

Complexion: These happened to be men In the prime of their age with plenty 
of energy and stamina. What would be the case of the aged . . . who could neither 
work as coolies nor as labourers at construction sites. (Strangely enough, the two 
fields of work are set aside for the "luckier" Afghans)? those who were not so 
"lucky" I watched along the 14-kllometer route between the airport and my 
temporary abode In a suburb of the city. Passing along a busy thoroughfare In the 
middle of the city, 1 could see them on side-walks. They were on either side of the 
dusty road with one hand stretched and heads buried between their knees in an 
obuious effort to auold recognition. (Vou could tell an Afghan from his / her 
features and complexion.) ### 
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Dr. Rahmat Zirakyar 
5750 Via Real, #305 
Carpinteria, CA 9301 3 
Phone:(805)684-9962 

The Honorabfe Dana Rohrabacher 
United States House of Representatives 
2338 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 2051 5-0545 

Dear Mr. Rohrabacher: 

The weekly Omaid in its November 3, 1 997 issue (Number 289) quoted you as having 
said that, "The Taleban are to women as Nazis were to Jews." As Omaid is a propaganda 
mouthpiece of the ousted government of Massoud-Rabani, I hope you were misquoted. If so, I 
would like you to know that I appreciate any step you can take to make my native country, 
Afghanistan, a better place to live. An open-minded analysis of the situation in Afghanistan, 
aided by objective information from a variety of concerned parties, will serve you well as you 
help shape U.S. policy in the region. If you made such a comment, however, I cannot help but 
express my grave concern that such an inflammatory characterization was inaccurate, 
disingenuous, misleading and extrennely destructive to the intm-Afghan diatogue. It was 
particularly abhorrent to implicate Islam with Nazism, to which nothing is more central than 
racism. Your alleged comparison of the Taleban to the Nazis seems to reflect the official 
comments by Mr. Yar M. Mohabbat, Charge' d'affaires of the ousted Massoud-Rabani 
government, in Washington, D.C., who quoted, "As Hitler brought peace to Warsaw, the Taleban 
brought peace to Kabuf. (The Washington Times, August 2, 1 997). As you undoubtedly know, 
anti-Taleban forces have no "core area" which is essential to a state's central organization. 

It is particularly unfair of anyone to characterize the Taleban in such a manner without 
acknowledging first that theirs is a government of religious faitti, with principles whk:h might 
be unfamiliar to an American audience, but which represent cultural, religious and historical 
traditions in Afghanistan. It is also worth pointing out that the Taleban are more open to 
broadening the participatk^n of women in education and society than the polemicists for their 
political opposition claim. As the military situation stabilizes, a variety of polk:ies whiph were 
introduced under the harsh conditions of civil war will be reevaluated. Some will be 
maintained, others modified. This is a common pattern for all new governments emerging from 
the flames of civil war. A diatogue with those outside the country who express honest and 
morally-grounded concerns about the situatton in Afghanistan will be welcome once the Taleban 
are able to live in peace and begin rebuilding the country. To date, the economy is still ravaged 
from the war. It is still impossible to effectively print and distribute new currency, the 
backbone of any economy. The first priority for the Taleban government is survival. Only then 
can social issues of concern to everyone be addressed. 

It is important to note the human rights records of the ousted Massoud-Rabani regime, 
which "ruled" the capital city of Kabul from April,! 992 to September,! 996. Their policy on 
women in education was made clear in the ! 993 statement by the Supreme Court of Afghanistan, 
which denounced schools for girls as "...centers for adultery and prostitution..." Bruce 
Richardson, one of the United States' most resourceful analysts in Russian-Afghan affairs, 
visited Afghanistan from October 2! through November 8, !997. His visit included numerous 
interviews in the capital, Kabul. As he noted about Massoud-Rabani regime, "We learned of 
people being forced to eat the flesh of the dead, of being forced to eat their own excrement, of the 
Hazaras beheading their victims with red-hot swords and axes to make the dead bodies convulse 
for their entertainment, while t+iey gleefully referred to their victims as *the dancing dead.' 
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We examined excavations where women were kept for sexual pleasure; many were disf'gured 
permanently, few were given any food or water and most were murdered by their captors We 
were told of prisoners having nails driven into their heads with hammers and of prisoners who 
were placed into 20-foot cargo containers then lowered onto raging fires and burned to death " 
(Afghanistan Minror, December, 1997, pp.6-15). Since November. 1997, over two thousand 
Taleban prisoners of war and non-Taleban who spoke Pashto (the national language of 
Afghanistan) were cold-bloodedly and systematically massacred by leading persons (for 
example. General Maiek) of the anti-Taleban forces. It is precisely such criminal acts, crimes 
against humanity, particularly the attempt at 'cleansing' the country of its Pashtoon people, 
which remind us all of the savagery of the Nazis. I hope you will find that your humanitarian 
concerns are better placed in service of alt the people of Afghanistan, rather than in defense of 
an ousted regime which toosed the dogs of war against its own people. I enclose a copy of the 
political map of "the Islamic Republic of Hazaristan"(dark area), prepared by the political 
party of Hazaras ("Hezb-e Wahdat"). You certainly can imagine the serious consequence of this 
plan for the territorial integrity of Afghanistan. If you approach the recent history and the 
present situation in Afghanistan with an open mind, I believe you will find that many of the 
charges against the Taleban government are politically nwtivated fabrications. I look forward 
to receiving your reply. 

Sincerely yours, 



Rahmat Zirakyar, Ph.D. 
Politrcal Science 



cc: U.S. State Department, former King Zaher Shah, and mass media 
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